
 
 

Airtel Africa Foundation Unveils 20 Tech Fellows to Pursue ICT Studies at Leading Ugandan Universities 

Kampala, Uganda – 5 February 2026 – Airtel Africa Foundation has unveiled 20 students selected to benefit 

from fully funded scholarships worth more than UGX 3.85 billion, enabling them to pursue science and 

technology degree programmes at universities across Uganda. 

The scholarships, which take effect from February 2026, target talented students from underprivileged 

backgrounds, in line with the Foundation’s goal of expanding access to quality education and digital skills 

development. 

The initiative, known as the Airtel Africa Foundation Tech Fellowship, supports undergraduate students from 

low-income households across Africa, helping them overcome financial barriers that often limit participation in 

the growing digital economy. 

The beneficiaries will pursue Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics programmes at leading 

institutions including Makerere University, Kyambogo University, ISBAT University, Uganda Christian 

University, and Mbarara University of Science and Technology. 

Airtel Uganda Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer, Soumendra Sahu, said the fellowship marks a 

significant milestone in transforming the lives of young Ugandans and positioning them to contribute to the 

continent’s digital future. 

“Today marks a new chapter in the lives of 20 remarkable young Ugandans, the recipients of the Airtel Africa 

Foundation Tech Fellowship. Our mission is to create a tangible and lasting impact by ensuring that no bright 

mind is left behind due to financial limitations,” he said. 

He added that Airtel is committed to nurturing innovators and problem-solvers who will help shape Africa’s 

progress through technology. 

“Technology is the language of progress, and by equipping these students with education and skills, we are 

investing in people and solutions that will transform communities, industries, and nations,” he noted. 

The Foundation said the fellowship represents a major investment in future-ready talent, with the programme 

valued at approximately UGX 3.85 billion, equivalent to USD 1.024 million, over four years. 

One of the scholarship recipients, Edgar Baluku, a student at Uganda Christian University, described the 

fellowship as a life-changing opportunity that will enable him to pursue his ambition of building a career in 

telecommunications engineering. 

“I am very excited about this opportunity. I have been struggling, like many students, to get school fees for my 

education. This scholarship gives me the chance to pursue my dreams and make my parents and the entire 

clan proud,” Baluku said. 

Airtel Africa Foundation noted that the Tech Fellowship is part of its broader strategy to promote education, 

digital inclusion and youth empowerment across the continent by investing in students with the potential to 

drive Africa’s transformation. 

Sahu said the programme reinforces Airtel’s commitment to ensuring that talent is not limited by financial 

hardship, adding that it complements other initiatives such as the Airtel-UNICEF partnership, which has already 

connected over 84,000 learners in 246 schools across Uganda to digital learning platforms. 
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About Airtel Uganda 

Airtel Uganda Limited is one of Uganda’s leading telecommunications service providers, offering mobile voice, 

data, broadband and enterprise connectivity services across the country. As of 31 December 2025, Airtel 

Uganda served 19.2 million customers, including 8.7 million data customers, with all its sites 4G-enabled and 

an expanding 5G network footprint. The company continues to invest in network expansion, digital inclusion 

and customer experience, supporting Uganda’s digital transformation agenda. Airtel Uganda is part of Airtel 

Africa, a leading provider of telecommunications and mobile money services across Africa. 

 

About Airtel Africa Foundation  
Airtel Africa Foundation is the philanthropic arm of Airtel Africa plc, a leading provider of telecommunications 
and mobile money services, with a presence in 14 countries in Africa. Our mission is to empower Africa 
through Financial Inclusion, Education, Environmental Protection and Digital Inclusion.  
 
For more information, please visit Airtel Africa Foundation or connect with us on LinkedIn 
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