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Airtel announces agreement with SpaceX to bring Starlink’s connectivity solutions
to its customers in Africa

Dubai, 5 May 2025: Airtel Africa announced today an agreement with SpaceX to bring
Starlink’s high-speed internet services to its customers in Africa. Currently, SpaceX has
acquired requisite licenses in nine out of 14 countries within Airtel Africa’s footprint. Operating
licences for the other five countries are under process.

With this collaboration, Airtel Africa will further enhance its next-generation satellite
connectivity offerings and augment connectivity for enterprises, businesses and socio-
economic communities like schools, health centres in even the most rural parts of Africa. Airtel
Africa will also explore rural coverage expansion through cellular backhauling.

Airtel Africa and SpaceX will continue to explore other areas to promote digital inclusion in the
continent as well as SpaceX'’s ability to utilise and benefit from Airtel Africa’s ground network
infrastructure and other capabilities in Africa.

Airtel Africa MD and chief executive officer Sunil Taldar said: “We remain deeply committed
to our vision to enrich the lives of people of Africa. This partnership with SpaceXis a significant
step to demonstrate our continued commitment to advancing Africa’s digital economy
through strategic investments and partnerships. Next-generation satellite connectivity will
ensure that every individual, business and community have reliable and affordable voice and
data connectivity even in the most remote and currently underserved parts of Africa.”

SpaceX vice president of Starlink business operations Chad Gibbs said: “We're very excited
to work with Airtel Africa to bring the transformative benefits of Starlink to the African people
in new and innovative ways. Starlink is available in more than 20 African markets, and this
agreement with Airtel highlights how, once licensed, Starlink welcomes the opportunity to join
forces with important industry leaders to ensure as many people as possible can benefit from
Starlink’s presence. The team at Airtel Africa has played a pivotal role in Africa’s telecom story,
so working with them to complement our direct offering across Africa makes great sense for
our business.”
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About Airtel Africa

Airtel Africa is a leading provider of telecommunications and mobile money services, with
operations in 14 countries across sub-Saharan Africa. Airtel Africa’s integrated offer provides
national and international mobile voice and data services as well as mobile money services
to over 156 million customers. The company’s strategy is focused on delivering a great
customer experience across the entire footprint and increasing digital and financial inclusion
to transform lives across Africa, in line with our corporate purpose.

>> For more information, please visit www.airtel.africa or connect with us on LinkedIn
About Starlink by SpaceX

Starlink delivers high-speed, low-latency internet to users all over the world. As the world's
first and largest satellite constellation using a low Earth orbit, Starlink delivers broadband
internet capable of supporting streaming, online gaming, video calls and more. Starlink is
engineered and operated by SpaceX. As the world’s leading provider of launch services,
SpaceX s leveraging its deep experience with both spacecraft and on-orbit operations to
deploy the world’s most advanced broadband internet system. Learn more at
www.starlink.com Follow Starlink on X https://x.com/Starlink




